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Both these Measures, we repeat, were definitely influenced
by facts Barnardo exposed. But the famous Custody of Children
Ac^ receiving the Royal Assent on March 26th, 1891, was
the immediate outcome of this litigation: and its value to
all rescuers of destitute children proved ample reward for
Barnardo's pains.
Three Bills were introduced into the House of Lords, and
several important debates took place before this Act was
moulded into shape. First, a Bill was brought forward by
the Earl of Meath, which Debate proved too strong. Later,
one was introduced by the Lord Chancellor, which proved
too weak. Then a Standing Committee of the House of
Lords was appointed, which, after three days3 deliberation,
forged an acceptable measure.1 Certain of the Debates,
moreover, were spirited and informative. On February 2nd,
1891, the Lord Chancellor exposed the flagrant abuses of
the Law as it stood; while Lord Thring followed to show
the necessity for reform, and in his speech he plumbed the
problem to its depths. The proposed legislation, he declared,
was designed to protect "deserted children and waifs and
strays" from exploitation by degraded parents, who, after
leaving them to be reared by charity, might, years later,
when they were an economic asset, appeal to the Courts
for the assertion of parental rights. This state of the Law
he pronounced "wicked and cruel35. Often "the only way
of saving children is by keeping them away from such parents",
he avowed. "Is it the object or intention of the Law that
these poor children should be handed over to their degrada-
tion and ruin? Surely not!"
Countering stock objections, Lord Thring said it was
argued: "This measure is an attack upon the home and
parental control," But of those raising this argument, he
inquired: "Are the streets a home?" While to those who quoted
the Fifth Commandment as a warrant for inaction, he sug-
* See "Bills, Public", 53 and 54  Viet., House of Lords, July i8th, 1890,
December 8th, 1890, and February 6th, 1891